
STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
Board of Public Utilities 

44 South Clinton Avenue, gth Floor 
Post Office Box 350 

Trenton, New Jersey 08625-0350 
www.nj.govfbpu/ 

IN THE MATIER OF THE PETITION OF SOUTH 
JERSEY GAS COMPANY FOR APPROVAL OF A 
MUNICIPAL CONSENT IN THE BOROUGH OF 
ELMER, SALEM COUNTY, NEW JERSEY 

) 
) 
) 
) 

Parties of Record: 

Agenda Date: 9/30/14 
Agenda Item: liB 

ENERGY 

DECISION AND ORDER 

DOCKET NO. GE14050408 

Stacy A. Mitchell, Esq., Cozen O'Connor, P.C. on behalf of Petitioner, South Jersey Gas 
Company 
Stefanie A. Brand, Esq., Director, Division of Rate Counsel 

BY THE BOARD: 

South Jersey Gas Company ("SJG" or "Company"), a regulated utility subject to the jurisdiction 
of the Board of Public Utilities ("Board"), is a corporation duly organized under the laws of the 
State of New Jersey engaged in the business of transmission and distribution of natural gas to 
approximately 360,000 customers within its service territory. 

SJG currently provides natural gas service within the Borough of Elmer ("Borough") to 
approximately 424 residential, 63 commercial and one (1) industrial customer. The Company's 
consent to use the streets within the Borough for the provision of gas service expired on 
September 9, 1997.1 On April9, 2014, the Borough adopted Ordinance No. 2014-15, by which 
it renewed its consent and granted SJG continued permission to lay and construct its pipes and 
mains and related appurtenances and facilities within the streets, alleys, squares and public 
places within the Borough for a period of fifty (50) years. By letter dated April 29, 2014, the 
Company accepted and agreed to the terms of the consent. Copies of the Ordinance and the 
letter of acceptance are attached to this Order as Exhibits "A" and "8," respectively. 

On May 14, 2014, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 48:2-14 and N.JAC. 14:1-5.5, SJG filed a petition 
requesting that this Board give its approval to the consent adopted by the Borough. As required 

1 The Board notes that municipal consents often expire some time prior to their renewal even when the 
Company initiates the renewal process prior to the expiration of the previous term. This is primarily the 
result of the time necessary for a municipality to fulfill the legal requirements that attend to all formal 
actions it must take along with the additional time for hearing and Board approval as required by law. The 
Board has been assured that pending review of its petition, SJG has continued to provide service to its 
customers within the Borough in an uninterrupted manner. 



by law and after notice, a hearing in this matter was held on June 26, 2014, before William 
Agee, Esq., the Board's duly appointed Hearing Examiner. Appearances were made on behalf 
of the Company, the Division of Rate Counsel ("Rate Counsel") and Board Staff. No other party 
participated in the hearing or filed any written submission with the Board related to this 
proceeding. 

At hearing, the Company relied on its petition and exhibits filed with the Board and presented 
the testimony of Joseph Schneider, its General Manager of System Engineering and Planning. 
According to Mr. Schneider's testimony, SJG anticipates growth in its defined service territory to 
be approximately one (1) percent annually for the next three (3) to five (5) years. According to 
the Company, it has the capacity to ensure continuation of its natural gas service and does not 
foresee any concerns regarding its ability to meet the existing and future demands of the 
Borough. 

Rate Counsel, in its written comments to the petition dated August 11, 2014, indicated that it 
does not object to the Company's petition, and noted that the term of the municipal consent 
related to the use of streets is limited to fifty (50) years. However, Rate Counsel requests that 
approval of the petition include certain restrictions which are incorporated into this order. 

Following its receipt of Rate Counsel's comments, SJG filed correspondence with the Board on 
August 12, 2014 indicating that it had no additional comments. 

After a full review of the entire record, the Board HEREBY FINDS that the municipal consent for 
use of the streets, which is the subject of this matter, is necessary and proper for the public 
convenience and properly conserves the public interest, and that SJG has the ability to provide 
safe, adequate and proper service. The Board FURTHER FINDS that the Company has the 
necessary experience, financial capability, capacity and facilities in the Borough to continue to 
provide adequate and appropriate service to its existing customers as well as expected future 
customers, and that the fifty (50) year duration of the municipal consent to use the streets is 
consistent with N.J.S.A. 48:3-15. Accordingly, the Board, pursuant to N.J.SA 48:2-14, 
HEREBY APPROVES the consent granted to SJG by the Borough for the continued use of its 
public streets for a period of fifty (50) years for the provision of gas service in the Borough. 

The approval granted hereinabove shall be subject to the following provisions: 

1. This Order shall not be construed as directly or indirectly fixing for any purposes 
whatsoever the value of any tangible or intangible assets now owned or hereafter 
to be owned by SJG. 

2. This Order shall not effect nor in any way limit the exercise of the authority of this 
Board of the State in any future petition or in any proceedings with respect to 
rates, franchises, services, financing, accounting, capitalization, depreciation, or 
in any other matters affecting SJG. 

3. In an appropriate subsequent proceeding, SJG shall have the burden of 
demonstrating whether, and to what extent, any of the costs associated with this 
petition shall be allocated to ratepayers. 

4. The rates for service to the Company's customers in the Borough shall continue 
to be those set out in the Company's current tariff approved by and on file with 
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the Board. These rates shall remain in effect until otheiWise approved by the 
Board. 

5. Approval of this municipal consent does not constitute Board approval of any 
costs or expenses associated with this petition. Any determination as to the 
appropriateness or reasonableness of the costs and expenses related to the 
franchise, including but not limited to, cost of construction, contributions in aid of 
construction, depreciation on contributed plant, the cost of connection, or any 
related capital improvements, and the allocation of such costs and expenses, 
shall be made in an appropriate subsequent proceeding. 

6. The term of the municipal consent as to the right to provide service is not limited 
by this Order and shall be effective as previously granted by the Borough. 

This Order shall be effective as of October 10, 2014. 

~ 
JOSE . FIORDALISO 
COMMISSIONER 

:J 
ATTEST /{uj/fr--

KRISTIIZZO 
SECRETARY 
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Post Office Box 003 
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Stefanie A. Brand, Esq., Director 
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Brian Lipman, Litigation Manager 
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Kurt Lewandowski, Esq. 
klewando(ii~rpa state.nt us 
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ORDINANCE NO.l014-l! 

lu'i ORDlNA.NC£ GR.Vo"TlNG RENSWED CONSENT AND. PERMISSION TO 
SOUTH JERSEY GAS COMPANY TO VSE THE PUBUC STREETS TO 

Jll!R.NISU GAS FOR LIGHT, HEAT AND POWER IN THE BOROUGH OF 
ELmR. COUNTY OFSALEl'd AND STATE Of" NEW JERSEY 

WHEltEAS, Soo!B JenqGu Company, a corporatklnoftho Sill& of New Jmey, prov!deJ"oa!Unl 
p:$ ~m'iCc ~~ ~ BMCII&It of Elma" pun11111t to 1M numl~;ipil wnsmt lint ~ to Saurh Jcney 0113 Company In 
W/;tc;'laill Oniillancc puKd on September 9, 1947; and 

WHEREAS, SoutbJ~ Gu Company &Ow tuk.!, purn!llllto ~ U:l-IS, tha conunt of !he 
!lcrou&h of E!.tMr IQ n:MW SI.'CI.ion Nlllllbcr 2 of~ ldopted ocz Scpl~<nbtt 9, I 941•ppl~la to the ~~U. of 
the )lrccU in 1M Brolugh of Elmer by mptillg Iflo fcl!o~ing Ord.inancc; 

NOW, TifERE.FOIU!, BE IT ORDATNED by MAYOR AND BOROUGH COUNCIL of !he Borou&)l 
of Elmer, COUI\f)' of Salem ;and Slate: of New )er$1JY u follows: 

S~ioll I, Thai exdusivo oa!I$Cid illld pmnia:o.t !s hm:by n:o~....! lf'I!Ud to Solllb Jmc.y Gu COOIIIIJIY to 
lay anc:1 ~onstruct iu !llpou ,ud oulu• illld "'l;ued apptln'eJ~&~~ca lUid l'b<:ilil.'al within the ttn<U,. di"Y'. ~ and 
publl<: p!AuJ witllill tho BOTOUjh of Elmer Ill the lnll\llCI' llfC'c:nl>cd by N.LS.A- 48:9-2\, tad subj«t to ra&$0111.blc 
teplal!oni impoUd by <}l'dinanct cor n:solutioll with raped to the opmilla of nrn:t1 ud p-Jhlie !III.Co:3., mbjcd to 
~pproval ofJUCh «men! am! pciiD!Mioa by the BO&r.f o;~fJ>l,b)iQ Uril!fks. 

Se<tlo:'l 2. Thll conscm b gnn!lid foe- thu emiR scognphlcalmea ottbtt BcrC\Iill of Elmw m¢ extend ID tho 
boond&rios Dflbo Bolwjlb DfE!Jmr uut •ball rcm&iD Ill ,!feet ((lr • ptrio<l gfftfty (SO) fHil from !be due of final 
&doptioo ofthll Ordinance. 

Sortioo J. If IllY seakln, llllln~, um~nee, clouse or 11hrue ofthi1 Orclln.lllu is for IllY rusoa hold by any 
Cm.u-t of compc!e!ll jurudic!ioo to" lllli:Cru!iMional or invalid, tu'b dccbtoa shall not a!Yect the te~r.aini.ng 
ponkms gftbis OrdinAl=. 

S«!ion 4, Thi! Drdln&n~o s!!&ll lake effet! immtdlitt!y Up® puJtiBc, p:~bticalion, fan.! pu!DiO in tbll m&/lll6 

pr=ribed by 1ow, m¢ ~ by SOulh 1mcy Gas Cotnpmy. 

lr'>'TRODUCED: MARCH 11, lOH 

ADOPTED: APRIL 9, 20\f 

A'ITEST: 

Bcforly S. R ro. 
BOf<lllillt Onk 

ROI.l CALL VOTE 113 fo!Je~q: 

BOROUGH OF ELMER 
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D>tvlt c£ JL 
NO IIIII -" 
Schalick _L 
WillilllllS 
ZN ;?' 2 
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(j9 
South jersey Gas 

Gina Merrltt-Epp$, Esq. 
Office of General Counsel and Corporate Secretary 
General Counsel ami CotpOr8/e S..,;te/ary 

(Via email elmerniclerk@comcasu;et ) 
Beverly S. Richards, Borough Clerk 
Borough of Elmer 
120 South Main Street 
Elmer, NJ 08318 

April29,20l4 

Re: Acceptance of Ordinance No. 2014-15 Granting Municipal Consent to South Jer.;ey Gas 
Company to Furnish Gas for Light, Ileal and Power 

Dear Ms. Riclmrds: 

I am I'< Tiling on behalf of South Jersey Gas Company ("SJG") to advise that we received 
a fully executed copy of Ordinance No. 2014-15 (copy attached) gmn!ing municipal consent for 
SJG to provide gas and lay its mains and pipes in the Borough of Elmer. Pursuant to the 
requirements of}.I.J.S.A. 48:3-16, SJG hereby accepts Ordinance No. 20\4-15, as passed. 

Very truly yours, 

~~~ 
gmcrritt@sjindustrjes.com 

Enclosure 
cc: Joh.n Stanziola, Director, R~:gu!atory Affairs 

Sherri Vasu, Supervisor, Revenue Analyst Permits 
Abbey Greenberg, l'ublic Affhirs Specialist 
Stacy A. Mitchell, Esq. 

1 South Jersey Plaza. Folsom. New Jersev 08037 • WNW SJondus!nes com 
Tel. 6Q9.561·9000 • Fa~ 601Hn!l·1012 • TDO Only 1·800-547-90a5 
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